Ten-year ESP veterans Asst. Crew Supervisor Darnell Fagg (left) and Truck Driver Rudy 


Edwards (right). Crew Supervisor Randy Stout (center) who received truck keys for ESP’s 


new Metuchen facility at the March 11 ceremonies. 


The sunny weather was a fitting 
backdrop to the ceremonies that 
marked the tenth anniversary of the 
Emergency Service Patrol (ESP) held 
at Traffic Operations South in Cherry 
Hill on March 11. 

Smiles were everywhere as 
Commissioner Jack Lettiere presented 
awards to ESP patrol members. 

“Tn the last ten years the patrols 
have met the transportation needs of 
280,000 motorists of this state,” said 
Commissioner Jack Lettiere. 

“Ei ey 
have helped 
them with 
disabled 
vehicles, 
assisted with controlling traffic and 
worked with the state and local police 
departments and emergency personnel 
with incident management.” 

Ryan McCann, Assistant Crew 
Supervisor of ESP South, received a 
Heroism Award for putting out the fire 
so rescue crews could pull a woman 
from a burning ambulance in October 
2003. 

The three members of the original 
ESP crew, Crew Supervisor Michael 
Metcalf of ESP South, and two ESP 
North employees, Assistant Crew 
Supervisor Darnell Fagg and Truck 


Driver Rudy Edwards were honored 
for ten-years of dedicated service. 

Crew Supervisors Randy Stout 
of Region North and Metcalf were 
presented keys to new ESP trucks. 

The ESP has expanded its service 
area from 25 miles in 1994 
to more than 230 miles of 
interstates and freeways 
today. The 92 ESP crew 
members patrol in white 
trucks with red stripes to 
provide free assistance 
to motorists 
with disabled 
vehicles. 

Guest 
speakers at the 
ceremonies, Lt. Col. Lori 
Hennon-Bell of the NJ 
State Police and Hassan 
Raza of the Federal 
Highway Administration 
emphasized the 
commitment of ESP to 
safety, customer service 
and to the state’s better 
quality of life. 

Drivers shared 
anecdotes. ESP drivers 
say there are many 
memorable moments on 
the road. 
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Rudy Edwards recalled an 
elderly woman stopped in the right 
lane when a piece of metal flew up 
from under a truck and came through 
the windshield. 

“Although she was not hurt, 
she was upset. I provided safety, put 
up an arrow board with a flashing 
signal, calmed her down and got her 
on to the shoulder of the road,” said 
Edwards. 

Darnell Fagg had another story. 
“On Route 80-I pulled up behind a 
crying lady who was pregnant. She 
had kids in the car, they were crying,” 
he said. “She was out of gas and had 
a flat tire. I calmed her and the kids 
down, then changed the tire and 
provided gas.” 

ESP Drivers Mike Murray and 
John Reynolds were patrolling Route 
29 in Trenton with Mike Metcalf 
when they came near a ramp noted 
for its accidents. Metcalf spotted 
smoke in the woods near the ramp. 

“What happened was the 
motorist hit the guard rail and went 
across two lanes, then went down 
the embankment,” said Metcalf. 


Continued on page 4 
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motorist on I-195. 
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Is winter over yet? Project Engineer, 
Landscape Clint Griggs thought so as 
he, his staff and volunteers headed to the 
New Jersey Flower, Garden and Outdoor 
Living Show in Edison on February 19 to 
promote the Adopt-a-Highway program. 

The event was a brief period of rest 
and recovery for Griggs, who coordinated 
the Department’s Snow Room activities 
during the winter 

Griggs and his display staffers this 
year — Lew Branin, Jack Naiman, Linda 
Sudler, Phil Cyr, Brenda Hammer, Lois 
Johann, Cindy Bloom, David Earl, 
George Caruso, Barbara Urbano and Dan 
Black — agreed that the show was the best 
event in terms of public response since the 
program began in 1991. 

Meanwhile, in Operations, winter was still going strong 
through the first day of spring. At press time New Jersey was 
anticipating one to nine inches of snow — again. The plows 
rolled out and the snow room crews were getting ready to 
monitor the removal. 

It’s been a long, snowy winter. 

The 10-inch average snowfall in the state on December 5 
and 6 sent NJDOT crews and contractors out with 1,500 plows, 
salt spreaders and loaders on the major roadways. 

There were between 2 inches in the south and 18 inches in 
the north. By the end of January, there were 21 storms. 

“The early December snow was a surprise in its intensity,’ 
said Griggs, “but the plow operators on the outside and the 
snow room employees inside did a great job by keeping a read 
on the situation. 

“The snow room generally opens four hours before a 
storm and it seems to never close,” said Griggs. “Those on 
duty on December 5 and 6 — Larry Sroka, Dan Black, Doug 
Dillon, Fred Harker, Will Day, Ron Rauth, Lew Branin, 
Karen Romanowsky, Gary Stout, Jim Lear, Ray Burroughs, 
Tom Maisto, Darlene Posluszny, Shirley Guerieri and Mike 
Mihalic — did a great job.” 

The aftermath of a snowy, icy winter can be brutal on 
roads and vehicles. 

Potholes usually follow an intense winter of snow and ice, 
and this year is no exception. It’s such a problem that Governor 
James McGreevey declared a “war on potholes” in February, 
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Principal Engineer Charles Bassano, P. : 
his term as president of the Ocean County ( 


Professional Engineers in June, has also served the group ; as oe 


and vice president during the years. 


Bassano considers himself a better engineer as a es of his years of : service 


__ to the organization. 


“Tt was a lot of work, but ‘If eel I have benefited fon 


NJDOT like Charlie Miller, PE., of Access Permits and by 


example, the next one is to tour Oyster Creek Nuclear Plant in Forked River.” 
When asked what the advantage was for Bassano during his tenure on the 
executive branch of the organization, he said, “Networking. Ihave met so apy 
people and learned so much from them that it’s helped me in my work h 
Bassano is resident engineer on the Creek Road Bridge over I-95 project and 
will serve as resident engineer on the upcoming Route 1/Quakerbridge a 


project. 


Landscape Designer Cynthia 
Bloom-Cronin distributes flower 
packets at the NJ Flower, Garden 
and Outdoor living show. 


Operations, who will it 


xperience,’ ‘said 
_ Bassano. “I tried to make it interesting for members by sch ae speakers from 


allocating $15 million to fix the problem. 

“We get after potholes once they 
start to appear and keep working until 
the job is done,” said Commissioner Jack 
Lettiere. “Our crews of 300 to 400 are out 
there, but are getting help from the public 
too. 

If citizens see potholes on state 
roads, they can report them at 
1-800-POTHOLE, or 
they can log on to 
. Www.njcommuter.com and 

‘submit the information online.” 
. _ So far crews have patched 
“up to 3,700 potholes a day 

this winter and are still going 
—a strong. In the northern counties the 
volume is greater. 

“From February 1 through March 11, 2004, our crews have 
used 1,033 tons of asphalt patch and filled 34,500 potholes,” 
said Executive Director Aram Mardekian Regional Operations 
North. 

“Crews are working every weekend to stay ahead of the 
potholes thanks to the Governor’s commitment,” said Wilbur 
Dixon, Regional Maintenance Engineer, Central Region. 

“The asphalt plants are close to full production after 
their winter shutdowns so we will be able to fill potholes 
with hot mix instead of a winter mix of cold patch materials. 
This creates a more permanent patch. However, we do expect 
to see more potholes with the recent cold snap and wet 
weather.” 

“Our statewide roadway crews did a great job on the 
pothole repair effort,” said Executive Director Jeff Callahan of 
Regional Operations South. 

Region South coordinated the dozen “pothole killer” 
trucks, those with self contained spray patch injection units, 
and increased the capability to respond and effect lasting 
repairs on high volume highways. 

“Since February 1, South so has crews have 
repaired about 
20,000 potholes,” 
Callahan said. 
“They've done 
a great job witha 
difficult task.” 


Monahan leads new Right of Way Division 


Making the division stronger is 
the goal of Nick Monahan, recently 
named Acting Director of the new Right 
of Way Division, reporting to Assistant. 
Commissioner Howard Zahn of Capital 
Program Management (CPM). 

Formerly a bureau, Right of 
Way was a division before the 1995 
reorganization. 

Monahan, who has been with the 
Department and Right of Way for 25 
years, first as an appraiser and later 
a manager in Cherry Hill, Freehold 
and Headquarters, knows that its 
employees are challenged. There are 
not enough of them and the job is 
difficult. 

“We put in a priority budget 
for 31 new positions, then the freeze 


Blue ribbons 
Central Region 


Crew members of the 
Central Region traverse 
the state from Ocean to 

: Hunterdon and Mercer 
counties to keep New Jersey’s roads 
safe. They did it well, according to the 
public, in the fall and winter of 2003. 

Ocean County. Stafford Township 
Chief of Police Larry Parker had praises 
for Crew 334 Supervisor Herman Pharo 
and crew members Gilbert Dilks and 
Michael Fischer for the quick response 
to an hydraulic fluid spill on one and a 
half miles of road. 

“The situation was likened by 
my Officers to a black ice condition, 
very treacherous to the motoring 
public, even causing one of my patrol 
officers to go into a slide with his police 
vehicle,” said Parker. 

“Your crew responded 
immediately, and accomplished the 
cleanup, thereby averting any possible 
motor vehicle mishaps.” 

Hunterdon County. Constance 
Bassett of Stockton’s Borough Council, 


ile stones 

Assistant Commissioner of 
Capital Program Management (CPM) 
-E Howard Zahn recently announced 
the appointment of Richard Crum 
to the position of Deputy Assistant 

- Commissioner of CPM. — 


happened, “” 
said Monahan. 
“We're trying 
to fill key 
employee 
gaps within 
Right of Way 
as a result of 
the last Early 
Retirement 
Initiative and 
subsequent 
attrition. We 
will have to get a waiver in terms of 
our staffing capabilities otherwise our 
ability to meet our capital program 
obligations is in jeopardy.” 

“Right of Way employees in 
field offices have a difficult job 


Monahan 


because they move people out of their 
properties,” he said. 

“Although a person may be glad 
that we are taking the house ... they 
may not be happy with the amount of 
money that we are offering. Of course, 
there are those who don’t want us 
there at all. 

“NJDOT has the power to 
condemn property. Right of Way 
staff must be cognizant of legal 
rights of property owners when we 
communicate with them. 

“We have to attempt to make it 
right for both sides,” Monahan said. 

And what does Monahan do in 
his spare time? 

He’s tax assessor in East 
Greenwich, Gloucester County. 


crews help keep roads safe 


Shade Tree Commission commended 
NJDOT on two levels. The first kudo 
was for the work done on resurfacing 
the Main Street, Route 29. 

The second was for removing the 
dying tree across from the Stockton 
Borough School. “The tree was 
designated a serious hazard by our 
tree consultant,” said Bassett. 

“The West Amwell branch 
of DOT under the direction of 
Joseph Unangst (Crew Supervisor) 
completely and professionally 
removed the failing tree, leaving the 
site in very good order.” 

Other NJDOT employees 
involved in the two jobs were Principal 
Engineer Lou Buono, Assistant 
Engineer Shahid Haji and Crew 330 
members William Fackenthall, David 
Clarke, Michael Nalence and David 
Hoover. 

Crew 368 members Richard 
Hopkins, Donald Baughman and 
Anthony Carpinello and Crew 359 
members Richard Kraemer, Mitch 


The former Executive Assistant to 
the Assistant Commissioner of CPM, 


- Crum will serve as the functional 


Deputy /Chief of Staff for the Assistant 
Commissioner. 
“Crum will have the full 


Gordon, Dave Fernandez and 
Anthony Muro also participated. 

Mercer County. Nancy Hartog of 
Princeton had good things to say about 
Crew Supervisor Russell Bellmont 
when he explained that the delay of the 
proposed Route 206 southbound radar 
lights in Princeton Township was due 
to a utility company hookup. 

“Thanks to you and your 
Department's efforts, the light came 
on the following Monday,” she said. 
“Now travel may be a bit safer for all 
who drive through our neighborhood. 

Assistant Crew Supervisor 
Robert Farmer and Equipment 
Operator Keith Schuchardt of Crew 
310 saved the day for the Princeton 
Township Police Department when 
flooding near Lake Carnegie forced the 
closing of Route 27. 

“Farmer and Schuchardt 
responded to the scene quickly and 
immediately set up a detour to help 
route traffic around the affected area,” 
said Sgt. Michael P. Henderson. 


authority to act as my representative 
on all matters, will serve as Assistant 
Commissioner in my absence and will 
retain supervisory responsibility for 
CPM’s administrative units and staff,” 
said Zahn. 


Emergency Service Patrol continued from front page 


border of Pennsylvania. To me, the future 
looks good.” 

Newer ESP drivers agree that 
there is a real need for the service. Truck 
drivers Norm Hamilton, John Aiken 
and Ken Miller in Region South know 
that if there are drivers on the state’s 


“Murray and Reynolds opened 
the window, then we peeled the door 
off and pulled the driver to safety as 
fire and rescue teams showed up. We 
received the heroism award for that 
from Governor McGreevey.” 

Many people don’t know what 


happens to the people they help or save, roadways, they'll have a job. 

Miller, only five months with ESP 
summed it up: “If there are situations 
we'll be there — to pick it up if it’s 
debris or help if it’s an accident. 

The important thing is that people 
should know about the service.” 

The drivers look out for their own, 


but Ryan McCann had the experience 
of meeting the person a year later. 

“When on patrol in Camden a 
guy pulled up on the right shoulder; he 
was shot in the groin,” said McCann. 

“T called the police and an ambulance 
and he wound up in Cooper Hospital. 
About a year later I was ina WAWA too. 
in Bellmawr. He came up to me and 
thanked me for saving his life.” 

And what about the future of 
the ESP — does it look bright to the 
drivers patrolling the roadways? Crew 
Supervisor Randy Stout thinks so. 

“Tl be in charge of the new 
Metuchen ESP facility in the Edison 
area near Tano Mall,” he said. “There’s 
a definite need for more patrols, 
especially on Routes 287 and 440 
from the Outerbridge to 287, plus the 
Bernardsville area, Route 78 to the 


(856) 486-6606.” 


“ESP Driver Earl Flanagan has 
been very sick for some time now,” 
said Hamilton. “We’re running benefits / 
for him, like the March 26 dinner in ; 
Gibbsboro. If anyone wants to make 
a donation for medical expenses at 
any time, they can call Kim Morris at 


ESP service areas 
MS Current 

BILE Fall 2004 

2005 


Aussie team learns from Anepete and ladanza 


When the Australian government called for 
movable bridge building help, NJDOT answered. 
Vincent Anepete, Supervising Engineer 

and Maria Iadanza, Principal Engineer of the 
Movable Bridge Engineering Group in Structural 
Evaluation, hosted a visit by Australian engineers 
to the Route 30 bridge. 

“The Australian engineers wanted to visit 
movable bridges in New Jersey before attempting | 
their own projects at home,” said Iadanza.”“We | 
showed them the Route 30 bridge where I had 
been the resident engineer. 


Let’s do lunch 


Lunch with retirees Ed Sommers and Frank Spinozzi, 


retired inspectors, engineers and others who worked in 
District 3 Construction, at Perkins Pancake House, Route 9 


Get a heads-up on Work Zone Safety 


Attend the fifth annual Work Zone Safety Awareness 
Conference & New Technology Showcase at the Marriott 
Hotel in Trenton on April 1. It is presented by the NJ 
Work Zone Safety Partnership Conference Committee 
whose members include NJDOT, the Associated General 


Jump start your career 

Plan to attend the annual NJDOT Career 
Development Fair which will be held this year in the Main 
Office Building for Headquarters and Central Region 
employees on April 23, in Cherry Hill on April 30 and in 
Mt. Arlington on May 7. 


ladanza 


Mark your calendars 


and the Federal Highway Administration. 


“We spent an afternoon climbing around on 
the piers and checking out the operating software 
and machinery,” she said. 

Built in 1985 using computers with electro/ 
mechanical systems to operate the bridges, this 
bridge and five others were recently rehabilitated 
by consultants, Modjeski & Masters (M&M). 

The Australian project will be bid this year; 
construction will start in 2005. The Port River 
§ Expressway project located in the Port of Adelaide, 
® South Australia, is a design/build, a joint effort 
between M&M and the Australian engineers. 


North in Freehold (near Adelphia-Farmingdale Road 
first Thursday of each month at 11:30 a.m. Anyone is we co 
For more information, call Sommers at (732) 1 ge 


Contractors, American Traffic Safety Services Associ ti on, : 


For more information on the program, call Dr. Claudia 
Knezek at the Rutgers Construction Industry Advancemen 
Program at (732) 445-3632. 


Be there to learn: 

¢ how fellow employees ied in their careers, See 

¢ the requirements for different jobs in other Depa o 
divisions, and Se 

e the requirements for admission to local colleges. : Le cna 


NJDOTers Nick Ciazzi, Tony Guerrieri and Bruce Riegel assist 

at the Nacote Creek Bridge ribbon cutting with Atlantic County 
Executive Denis Levinson, Atlantic County Freeholder Chairman 
Kirk Conover and NJDOT Commissioner Jack Lettiere. 


Resident Engineer Tony Guerrieri and his team can 
emulate Academy Award winners, taking three “Oscars” 
for building the Nacote Creek Bridge project in Galloway 
Township and Port Republic. 

They received a national award, a written 
commendation and a state award for their work replacing 
the deteriorating 1922 bridge, a 250-foot drawbridge, with a 
new fixed span bridge. 

All of the honors cited innovation in design, materials 
and building methods, quality and environmental 
sensitivity. The new 500-foot structure has 25-foot vertical 
clearance and two new approach roadways. The $12.1 
million project began in May 2001; the bridge reopened 
December 2002. 

. you are to be commended for using your 
expertise and talent to make this project superior among its 
national competitors,” Commissioner Jack Lettiere told the 
team. Every team member received a written commendation 
from the Commissioner. 

The National Partnership for Highway Quality 
(NPHQ) presented the Department and its contractors 
with its National Achievement Award in September 2003. 
Guerrieri accepted the award at NPHQ’s annual conference 
in Minneapolis, MN. 

At its biennial conference in Atlantic City, the NJ 
Quality Initiative (NJQI) presented NJDOT with its 
incentive award in February 2004. 

“This is a great accomplishment for the employees 
who worked on this project,” Guerrieri said. “The teamwork 

.. the daily communication with the contractor and the 
involvement with the outside agencies in dealing 

with all the environmental issues were 
outstanding.” 


‘to the National Quality Initiative established by the ae 


“Innovative design features on this bridge were never 
used before on NJDOT projects,” said Bruce Riegel, Project 
Manager. 

“These include the load and resistance factor design 
method for designing this concrete bridge: a mix of high 
strength and high performance concrete for the beams and 
the prestressed cylinder piles used to support the pier caps; 
non-toxic, man-made materials for the fender system; and 
mechanically stabilized earth walls, supported on Vibro — 
concrete columns (VCC) for the south roadway approach 
embankment. 

“The use of VCCs was the most economical ground 
improvement technique for the south approachroadway ss 
embankment which was supported partially on fl; material ae 
and marshlands.” 

Team members who received the awards were: Giecse 
and Riegel, Kiran Patel (a Project Manager), Frank Angelastro, — 
Claudette Bailey. Rajendra Brahmbhatt, Nicholas Caiazza, — 
Ralph Capaccio, Tim Carty, Frank Cocchiola, Mike ym ee 
Alexander DeMarco, David Earl, Nicole Einthoven, Mark — 

Fahey, Joseph Fatatis, Pamela Garrett, Steve 
\, Hammond, Paul Heriegel, Joseph Hoyer, 
Daniel loseb, Mehdi Khazamipour; © 

Also: Rich Laube, Rod Lewis, Joe 

Mason, Michael McHenry, William O'Hare, 
Millard Paulus, Stanley Pierzhanowski, — 
\ Debra Pinto, Ken Robinson, Kimberly 

) Sharp, Vittal Sitaram, Wladislau Szalaj, 
JoAnn Szczech, Richard Thayer, Albert — 
Virgilio, Harry Yaede Kuanguy Yang, 
Fulton Bonner, Jr. (retired) and Mike © 
Formicola (retired). 
j The NPHO is a nation 
organization composed of the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) 


The National 


and the American Association of State 
Partnership for Highway and Transportation Officials _ 
Highway Quality (AASHTO) and similar agencies. Itisa __ 
(NPHQ) presented —_ partnership of federal and state highway _ 
He 2007 ational officials and the nation’s ea highway — 
NOE. award trade associations. 


The NJQI is New Jersey’s Ss response 


It promotes quality principles in the state’s 
transportation industry through ee 
leadership, communication, 
partnering and quality 
initiatives. 


he $12 million Nacot 
dges i in the entire state 
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Commissioner reads 


to second graders 


“You're never too old, too wacky, 
too wild, to pick up a book and read 
to a child.” 

Theodore Geisel, a.k.a. Dr. Seuss 

Commissioner Jack Lettiere 
returned to the scene of his youth 
when he observed “Read Across 
America Day” by reading to second 
graders at Washington Elementary 
School in Trenton. He was a student 
at the school for Kindergarten and 
first grade. 

He read I’m not feeling well today, 
selected Governor McGreevey’s Book 
Club choices. 

Started in 1998 as a way to get 
children interested in reading, the 
National Education Association 
(NEA) program culminates on Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday, March 2. Events are 
usually held during that week from 
coast to coast. This year’s events 
center around the 100" birthday of 
the author. 


Commissioner Jack Lettiere reads to second graders in Trenton for “Read Across 
America Day.” 


